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Immigrant heritage: Event brings experiences home
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Brenda Wong reads a story Sunday to Cub Scout Troop 349 inside the Chinese-American Museum at Kelley
Park in San Jose. The park co-hosted a one-day event focusing on the variety of U.S. immigration experiences.
By Joe Rodriguez

jrodriguez@mercurynews.com

SAN JOSE — Ryan and Aidan Last, two
Cub Scouts on a mission, stared at two large
baskets made from reeds and wondered
how refugee Vietnamese “boat people”
could float on the crude crafts across the
Gulf of Thailand decades ago and survive
the ordeal.
“One of these baskets could fit six people,” Alida Bray, head of History San Jose,
told the Scouts on their visit Sunday to the
city’s Kelley Park. “Can you imagine being
out in the open in this?”
The boys shook their heads and said,
“No!”
The Scouts spent a breezy, sunny day enSee IMMIGRANT, Page 2

Aidan Last, 9, and his brother Ryan, 10, learn Sunday about
Vietnamese immigration from Alida Bray of History San Jose.
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